Keadby with Althorpe Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting – 6th May 2026 – Chairman’s Report

As Chairman of the Parish Council, I am pleased to present my annual report highlighting the achievements and developments that have taken place over the last year.

Despite being amid challenging global issues which impacts all of us one way or another, the Parish Council is dedicated to continuing our work in improving the quality of life for our residents. Hopefully with the weather improving and the days getting longer we can all look forward to being able to spend more time outdoors enjoying our community spaces.  

Work was completed in July to replace the Ropery Land Bridge.

The Millenium Green Toddler Project is now complete having been relocated and upgraded thanks to the support of an SSE Windfarm grant. This has included new fencing and equipment, but it has been extremely disheartening to see this area already vandalised.

A working party from the Parish Council headed by Councillor Mike Russell continue to work closely with Reverend Paul Wilson and the Church on developing a very natural and simple garden of contemplation within the consecrated ground in Althorpe.  The application for a faculty with the Diocese is currently in progress. 

The series of power outages last year were finally resolved, and a community meeting was held in July with Northern PowerGrid after pressure from the Parish Council for them to meet with residents and provide an explanation and plan of action going forward.

As in previous years, Remembrance Day in November was a time when residents gathered at the Althorpe War Memorial to remember and give thanks for those who died of the Parish in the First and Second World Wars.  This was very well attended, and I was pleased to be able to lay the Parish Council’s wreath. It was also welcoming to see children from the Primary School make the journey to the War Memorial to make their own remembrance.

Winter Warmth sessions took place in Althorpe with the Memorial Hall applying and benefitting from the funding available.  These vital sessions over the winter months were well received by the parishioners who attended.

As you will know, the Parish Council has long been campaigning for traffic calming measures particularly in Althorpe.  In January the 20mph zones were finally put in place and time will tell on their effectiveness.  

Parking in Keadby remains a problem, and we are continuing to press the Local Authority to find an acceptable solution.

Despite being assured back in 2020 that flood defence works would be carried out on the Althorpe/Keadby side of the Trent this has still not taken place. The EA are now carrying out another hydraulic modelling exercise of the riverbank from Goole to Gainsborough following those completed in 2017 and 2023.  

Over this last year, the Parish Council has received updates from SSE on the progress of the application for the Keadby Next Generation hydrogen-fired Power Station – we await to hear news on further progress.




The Parish Council has raised objections to the Solar Farm applications for agricultural land in our Parish even though the Government policy will mean these will go ahead regardless.  Our community is already overwhelmed with Power Stations, Windfarms and an upcoming BESS (Battery Energy Storage System) not to mention the problems with vehicle movement through the villages.

It is good to have seen the timetable stability and general updates at Althorpe Station including the installation of a customer information system.

We remain committed in supporting the various local associations and groups in the Parish and are happy to be able to support them through the Section 137 annual donations which last year benefitted the William Stephenson Memorial Hall, Spirit of Althorpe community group, Ukulele and Guitar Club, and the New Generation Recreation Association. 

In addition to this, over the last year the SSE Micro fund has been able to provide financial support for various community initiatives, including:

· Silent Book Club
· Trentside Ladies Club
· Althorpe Creative

As well as the SSE Windfarm funding, the SSE Thermal Keadby Community Investment Fund is now available for community projects in the Keadby area.  The aim is to support organisations that are working to deliver benefits for the community in and around their existing site.

This is my fifth year as Chairman, and to our Councillors, thank you for the voluntary time and effort you give. Your contribution is vital and remains at the heart of our local community. A lot of this work happens in the background, and I’m pleased that this is an opportunity to acknowledge this and thank you all. 

I am sure you will agree, our Council matters could not be dealt with without the support and commitment of our Parish Clerk, Bob Haynes, who ensures we have a professional, well run Parish Council.  On behalf of the Council and the community I would like to say a very big thank you.

My thanks go to Ward Councillors Julie Reed and Ian Bint who regularly attend our parish meetings bringing their experience and knowledge to our proceedings and assisting us with projects valuable to the Parish Council.

As always, I would like to thank George Potter who continues to maintain the villages in good order.

Finally, we should remember and say thank you to the many volunteers who give their time in keeping our Parish a great place to live.  The work they do is extensive and often unacknowledged whether it be the various community groups who provide such a wide range of activities, to those who help with litter picking, watering the flower planters, the remembrance tributes etc etc. On behalf of the community, thank you to all of you.

Kathryn Russell, Chairman, Keadby with Althorpe Parish Council
6 May 2026
